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Dear ACE Literacy Leader, 
 
DonorsChoose.org is an online charity that makes it easy for anyone to help students in need. 
Teachers post classroom project requests on the website, and anyone can give any amount to the 
project that most inspires them. Since 2003, $730,156,154 dollars have been raised to support 
classroom projects across the country.  
 
As we strive to increase literacy across the ACE Feeder and provide equitable access of 
literature to students, we can utilize platforms such as DonorsChoose to increase and expand 
our classroom libraries.  
 
If you’re a K-5th grade literacy teacher, here’s how you can take advantage of this opportunity: 
 

 Submit a project to DonorsChoose in the fall. (New to DonorsChoose.org? Get started.)  
 Your request should focus on early language and literacy. Be sure to select Literacy as your 

subject area. 
 Your total project cost should not exceed $700, including taxes and DonorsChoose fees 

(which means you can request around $550 in materials).  
 Select to have your project online for up to 4 months to receive funding (choose to keep the 

project up as long as possible) 
 

 Please keep these tips in mind when writing a project:  
 Write a snazzy title 
 Include a picture of an ideal classroom library book collection that illustrates the 

classroom need  
 Clear explanation of student need (e.g. % free and reduced lunch) and how requested 

materials will help students 
 Have someone proofread your project before submitting  

 
 Some helpful facts: 

 Experts claim a classroom library should have at least 20 books per student, so a typical 
class of 28 students would have a classroom library of close to 600 books. 

 According to experts, even very young students can read for extended periods of time 
when they are matched with books that they can read with 95% or higher word accuracy 
rate, and they are more successful when reading books that interest them. 

 
As always, we appreciate your commitment to our students. We look forward to seeing expanding 
literacy opportunities for all students.  
 
For more information, please contact Brittany Swanson brswanson@dallasisd.org or Joyce Reddit 
jreddit@dallasisd.org. 

https://secure.donorschoose.org/common/signin.html

