
 

8th Grade STAAR SE Differentiation Chart 
 

  Approaches Meets  Masters 

Word 
Meaning 

8.2 A Low leverage ● Review roots, prefixes and suffixes 
● How do Latin roots and affixes help determine word meaning? 

Low Leverage ● What does the word (word) mean in paragraph #? 
● The Latin word (Latin word) meaning “place short definition here,” 

helps the reader understand that (word) in paragraph # means to — 

8.2 B     

   

 
 

  Approaches Meets  Masters 

Across 
literary 

8.8A 
(group 2) 

   

   

8.8 F19D 
(gorup 2) 

   

   

8.3 F19D Low Leverage ● What text evidence 
supports the author’s 
intended 
theme/lesson/message? 

● What is the author’s intended 
theme/lesson/message? 

Low Leverage ● Which sentence from the 
story best expresses the 
main theme of the excerpt? 

● Based on the story, what can the 
reader conclude about (story 
topic)? 

● Through the (narrator’s or 
Character’s) experience, the 



 

author explores the idea of — 
● What is the central message 

presented in the __? 

Poetry 8.4 Fig 
19D 

Describe the speaker. 
 
Describe the speaker’s feelings 
and any shifts in mood that 
occur. 
 
Interpret symbolism. 

Explain how authors use figurative 
language to convey meaning. 

Explain how authors use stanzas to 
develop ideas. 

What do the descriptions of 
(detail) throughout the poem 
suggest about the speaker? 
 
In lines # - #, the speaker 
observes that (person in poem) 
want to — 
 
Which line from the poem best 
expresses the speaker’s sense 
of (noun)? 
 
Which words from the poem 
show that the speaker is 
(feeling) to/at (person, place, 
thing, idea in the text)? 
 
In contrast to line #, line # 
shows that (person in poem) 
now feels — 

Read the following lines from the 
poem. 
(Lines from poem) 
Why does the poet compare (detail 
or person) to (detail or person)? 
 
In stanza #, the poet uses the 
words “(phrase from poem)” and 
“(another phrase from poem)” to 
suggest/show/illustrate/describe — 

Dividing the poem into (number: two, 
three, four, etc.) stanzas allows the poet 
to — 
 
The poet likely intends for the last two 
lines to express the 
speaker’s — 
 
What does stanza # of the poem suggest 
about (topic of poem)? 

Fiction 8.6A 
 

Analyze foreshadowing towards 
the story’s resolution. 
 
Identify the event that triggers 
the conflict. 

Determine the importance of one part to help the reader understand the text 
(description, explanation, paragraphs _-_). 
 
Select the best sentence that reflects the story’s conflict. 



 

Identify the event that triggers 
the rising action. 
 
Analyze how tension/suspense 
is built. 
 
Determine when a story 
reaches its climax. 

Which event from the story 
suggests that (Character) will 
resolve his/her conflict? 
 
Which event triggers the main 
problem in the story? 
 
Which event initiates the rising 
action of the story? 
 
Character’s response to 
(different character’s) 
comment/action adds to the 
conflict by — 
 
Paragraphs # through # help 
build tension in the story by — 
The author builds tension at the 
beginning of the story by — 
 
The story reaches its climax 
when — 

The author included paragraph # in order to — 
 
Paragraph # is important to the story because — 
 
(Detail) contributes to the development of the plot because it — 
 
The description of (Character’s) (action) in paragraphs # - # is important to the 
excerpt because it shows/reveals/explains demonstrates — 
 
The last two paragraphs in the excerpt convey that the (narrator or character) is- 
 
Which statement best expresses the main conflict in the excerpt? 
 
 

8.6B 
 

Analyze characters through 
their feelings, actions, speech, 
and thoughts. 

Analyze how character’s speech 
explains his/her relationship with 
another character. 
 
Analyze how a character’s 
response/behavior adds to the 

Determine how characterization 
contributes to a story’s theme. 



 

conflict or leads to the resolution. 

(Character’s) thoughts in 
paragraph # show that she/he 
— 
 
The reader can conclude that 
when (Character) (action by 
character), (Character) is — 
 
The (narrator’s or Character’s) 
keen awareness/understanding 
of (Character’s) behavior leads 
him/her to think/recognize/feel 
— 
 
Which sentence from the story 
provides the best evidence that 
(Character) feels insecure? 

What does (Character’s) dialogue in 
paragraph # reveal to the reader? 
 
What effect does (Character’s) 
(adjective) behavior have on the 
resolution of the story? 

Paragraphs # through # support the 
primary theme of the excerpt by 
emphasizing — 

8.6C Low Leverage ● How does an author use 1st or 
3rd person point of view to 
develop character through their 
thoughts and feelings? 

Low Leverage ● Because the story is written from 
a (first-person point of view), the 
reader is better able to 
understand — 

● By using the (first-person point of 
view), the author is able to show 
— 

8.6 Fig 
19D 
(group 4) 

   

   

8.6 Fig Low leverage What are the characteristics of an ● What are the characteristics of an 



 

19E effective summary for part of the 
text? (BME) 

effective summary for the whole 
text? (Someone Wanted, But, So, 
Then) 

Low Leverage ● Which is the best summary 
of paragraphs # through #?  

● Which of these is the best 
summary of the story? 

● ‒ Alternate wording: Write an 
effective summary of the story. 

 
Drama 

8.5A    

   

8.5 Fig 
19D 

   

   

Literary 
Nonfiction 

8.7 F19D    

   

Expository 8.10A Relationship Among Ideas: 
Describe people’s motivations 
for their desires or actions. 
 
Describe how an event impacts 
people and/or future events. 
 
Describe the main idea of a 
paragraph.  

Describe the main idea of multiple 
paragraphs or a section.  

 Supporting Details: 
Analyze how authors support their main 
idea. 

According to the article, why did 
the (person in text) (description 
of something the person 
did/wants)?Which of these best 
describes why (detail from 
text)? 

What are paragraphs # and # 
mainly about? 
 
In paragraphs # and #, the author 
presents the idea that — 
 

Which idea about (topic in the text) does 
the title of the selection support? 
 
Which information from the selection 
supports the idea that (description of 
main idea or supporting detail from 



 

 
 
What is the main idea of 
paragraph #? 
 

What is the best summary of the 
section titled “Title of Section”? 

selection)? 
 
Which sentence from the selection 
indicates that (description of main idea or 
supporting detail from selection)? 
 
Which idea from the selection is 
supported by the information in paragraph 
#? 

8.10 C 
(group 1) 

   

   

8.10 D 
(group 1) 

   

   

8.10 F19D 
(group 4) 

   

   

8.9 F19D    

   

8.10 F19E Low Leverage ● What are the characteristics of an effective summary for the whole text? 

Low Leverage ● Which of these is the best summary of this article? 
● ‒ Alternate wording: Write an effective summary of the selection. 

Persuasive 8.11 F19D    

    

 


