
Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 
 
 

Whole Group Reading- Focus Overview 

 Reading Writing  

 
Week 1 

Fiction Sentences/ organization 

8.2B, 8.6A, 8.8A  

 
Week 2 

Fiction Sentences/ organization 

8.2B, 8.6A, 8.6B, 8.8A  

 
Week 3 

Fiction Punctuation/ dev of ideas 

8.2B, 8.6A, 8.6B, 8.8Fig19D  

 
Week 4 

Drama/ Fiction (from week 3) Verbs/ dev of ideas 

8.2B, 8.5A, Fig19F  

 
Week 5 

Drama/ Fiction Voice/ Conventions 

8.6A, 8.5A, Fig19F  

 
Week 6 

Drama/ Fiction Nouns/ conventions 

8.6A, 8.5A, Fig19F  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 
 
 

Week 1 Monday 8/20 Tuesday 8/21 Wednesday 8/22 Thursday 8/23 Friday 8/24 

 Establishing Habits 

Classroom routines and 
procedures 

Introduce Read to self- I Chart- 
pg 71 Daily 5 

Review I Chart and introduce the 
stamina chart (Reading strategies 
2.14) 

Review classroom library 
routines and procedures, review I 
Chart, practice stamina 

Review I Chart and behavior 
(Reading Strategies 2.9) 
Practice stamina chart 

 

Fiction 

8.2B Use context (within a 
sentence and in larger 
sections of text) to 
determine or clarify the 
meaning of unfamiliar or 
ambiguous words or words 
with novel meanings. 

8.2B Use context (within a 
sentence and in larger 
sections of text) to 
determine or clarify the 
meaning of unfamiliar or 
ambiguous words or words 
with novel meanings. 

8.6A Analyze linear plot 
developments (e.g., conflict, 
rising action, falling action, 
resolution, subplots) to 
determine whether and how 
conflicts are resolved. 
 

*iStation* 

8.6A Analyze linear plot 
developments (e.g., conflict, 
rising action, falling action, 
resolution, subplots) to 
determine whether and how 
conflicts are resolved. 

8.6A Analyze linear plot 
developments (e.g., conflict, 
rising action, falling action, 
resolution, subplots) to 
determine whether and how 
conflicts are resolved. 

 

     

 

How does context help 
determine word 
meaning? 
 

How does context help 
determine word 
meaning? 
 

How do specific events and/or 
details contribute to plot 
development? 
 
What text evidence reveals a 
plot element? 

How do specific events and/or 
details contribute to plot 
development? 
 
What text evidence reveals a 
plot element? 

How do specific events 
and/or details contribute to 
plot development? 
 
What text evidence reveals a 
plot element? 

  

 



Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 
 

 

From DISD Curriculum: 
Suggested Key Text: “Raymond’s Run” by Toni Cade Bambara. Holt McDougal, Page 36. 
Making Connections Mini-Lesson (you can use this at any point in the unit - this is not just for this text) 
Raymond's Run Text Dependent Questions and Short Answers 
 
Recommended Alternative Texts: 

Growing Up 
Growing Up Text Dependent Questions and Short Answers 
Growing Up Outside 
Growing Up Outside Text Dependent Questions and Short Answers 

 

In paragraph #, the word 
(word) means? 
 
Which words from paragraph 
# help the reader understand 
the meaning of (word)? 
 

In paragraph #, the word 
(word) means? 
 
Which words from 
paragraph # help the 
reader understand the 
meaning of (word)? 
 

The author included paragraph 
# in order to — 
Which event triggers the main 
problem in the story? 
Paragraphs # through # help 
build tension in the story by — 
Paragraph # is important to the 
story because — 
The story reaches its climax 
when — 
(Detail) contributes to the 
development of the plot 
because it — 
Which statement best 
expresses the main conflict in 
the excerpt? 
‒ Alternate wording: In one 
sentence, identify the main 
conflict of the 
excerpt. 
Which event from the story 
suggests that (Character) will 
resolve 
his/her conflict? 
The author builds tension at 

The author included 
paragraph # in order to — 
Which event triggers the main 
problem in the story? 
Paragraphs # through # help 
build tension in the story by 
— 
Paragraph # is important to 
the story because — 
The story reaches its climax 
when — 
(Detail) contributes to the 
development of the plot 
because it — 
Which statement best 
expresses the main conflict in 
the excerpt? 
‒ Alternate wording: In one 
sentence, identify the main 
conflict of the 
excerpt. 
Which event from the story 
suggests that (Character) will 
resolve 
his/her conflict? 

The author included 
paragraph # in order to — 
Which event triggers the 
main problem in the story? 
Paragraphs # through # help 
build tension in the story by 
— 
Paragraph # is important to 
the story because — 
The story reaches its climax 
when — 
(Detail) contributes to the 
development of the plot 
because it — 
Which statement best 
expresses the main conflict 
in the excerpt? 
‒ Alternate wording: In one 
sentence, identify the main 
conflict of the 
excerpt. 
Which event from the story 
suggests that (Character) 
will resolve 
his/her conflict? 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GLkIu8pz1_r5WrMIK0-thgAJB-ERg7166e7zZ62DKwk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17MNDyMLILELl6-_eQhI53t9TX08fqz-UnE0F6KshSUQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1TC9h-h8vMihcAw537ilXzEXCtxQSShP_/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/190XQ5X2tQiUtuaYNHI4flJGeT4SXuEp9qLX-t0P18WQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1Q7Ope21uaGKbhgxL1OwX0oTPOO0PQZy9/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11x1-bOkFyD0c8ykMZa9PQilBM1UkHqFc48q6TXHC4Z4/edit?usp=sharing


Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 
the beginning of the story by 
— 
Which event initiates the rising 
action of the story? 
Character’s response to 
(different character’s) 
comment/action adds 
to the conflict by — 
The description of 
(Character’s) (action) in 
paragraphs # - # is 
important to the excerpt 
because it 
shows/reveals/explains 
demonstrates — 
The last two paragraphs in the 
excerpt convey that the 
(narrator or Character) is — 
Which line from the story best 
demonstrates the moment 
when 
 
(Character) realizes 
(description of realization)? 
Which sentence from the 
excerpt best illustrates 
(Character’s) 
conflict? 
 
 

The author builds tension at 
the beginning of the story by 
— 
Which event initiates the 
rising action of the story? 
Character’s response to 
(different character’s) 
comment/action adds 
to the conflict by — 
The description of 
(Character’s) (action) in 
paragraphs # - # is 
important to the excerpt 
because it 
shows/reveals/explains 
demonstrates — 
The last two paragraphs in 
the excerpt convey that the 
(narrator or Character) is — 
Which line from the story best 
demonstrates the moment 
when 
 
(Character) realizes 
(description of realization)? 
Which sentence from the 
excerpt best illustrates 
(Character’s) 
conflict? 
 

The author builds tension at 
the beginning of the story by 
— 
Which event initiates the 
rising action of the story? 
Character’s response to 
(different character’s) 
comment/action adds 
to the conflict by — 
The description of 
(Character’s) (action) in 
paragraphs # - # is 
important to the excerpt 
because it 
shows/reveals/explains 
demonstrates — 
The last two paragraphs in 
the excerpt convey that the 
(narrator or Character) is — 
Which line from the story 
best demonstrates the 
moment when 
 
(Character) realizes 
(description of realization)? 
Which sentence from the 
excerpt best illustrates 
(Character’s) 
conflict? 
 
 

 

   -  -  

  

 



Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 
 
 

 

 

Establishing Writing Routines 

     

 
     

 

●  ●  ●  ●  ●  

 

●  ●  ●  ●  ●  

 

Week 2 Monday 8/27 Tuesday 8/28 Wednesday 8/29 Thursday 8/30 Friday 8/31 

 Establishing Habits 

Review I chart and Stamina 
chart; introduce Mind over 
Matter anchor chart- Reading 
Strategies 2.13 

Review I chart and Stamina 
chart; introduce Quick Stop 
Key anchor chart- Reading 
Strategies 13.2 

Review stamina chart; Review 
quick stop key- Reading 
Strategies 13.2 

Review stamina chart; Introduce 
the Stop and Jot anchor chart- 
Reading Strategies 13.4 

Review stamina chart; Introduce 
the Stop and Jot anchor chart- 
Reading Strategies 13.4 

 



Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 

 

Fiction 

8.6A Analyze linear plot 
developments (e.g., conflict, 
rising action, falling action, 
resolution, subplots) to 
determine whether and how 
conflicts are resolved. 

8.2B Use context (within a 
sentence and in larger 
sections of text) to 
determine or clarify the 
meaning of unfamiliar or 
ambiguous words or words 
with novel meanings. 
 

8.6B Analyze how the central 
characters' qualities influence 
the theme of a fictional work 
and resolution of the central 
conflict. 

8.6B Analyze how the central 
characters' qualities influence 
the theme of a fictional work 
and resolution of the central 
conflict. 

8.6B Analyze how the 
central characters' qualities 
influence the theme of a 
fictional work and resolution 
of the central conflict. 

 

     

 

How do specific events 
and/or details contribute to 
plot development? 
 
What text evidence reveals 
a plot element? 

How does context help 
determine word 
meaning? 
 

How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s theme? 
 
How do specific details and 
events reveal 
characterization? 
 
How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s plot? 
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences 
and/or conclusions about 
characterization? 

How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s theme? 
 
How do specific details and 
events reveal 
characterization? 
 
How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s plot? 
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences 
and/or conclusions about 
characterization? 

How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s theme? 
 
How do specific details and 
events reveal 
characterization? 
 
How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s plot? 
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences 
and/or conclusions about 
characterization? 

  

 



Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 
 

 

From DISD Curriculum: 
Key Texts 
Suggested Key Text: 
Sometimes a Dream Needs a Push 
 

“The Treasure of Lemon Brown” by Walter Dean Myers. Holt McDougal, Page 176. 

The Treasure of Lemon Brown Questions 
Differentiation Collage for The Treasure of Lemon Brown 
Recommended Alternatives 

Thank you, M’am 

Excerpt from Peter Pan: 

Down The Rabbit Hole 

 

 

The author included 
paragraph # in order to — 
Which event triggers the 
main problem in the story? 
Paragraphs # through # help 
build tension in the story by 
— 
Paragraph # is important to 
the story because — 
The story reaches its climax 
when — 
(Detail) contributes to the 
development of the plot 
because it — 
Which statement best 
expresses the main conflict in 
the excerpt? 
‒ Alternate wording: In one 
sentence, identify the main 
conflict of the 
excerpt. 
Which event from the story 
suggests that (Character) will 

In paragraph #, the word 
(word) means? 
 
Which words from 
paragraph # help the 
reader understand the 
meaning of (word)? 
 

Paragraphs # through # support 
the primary theme of the excerpt 
by emphasizing — 
The reader can conclude that 
when (Character) (action by 
character), 
(Character) is — 
(Character’s) thoughts in 
paragraph # show that she/he — 
Read these sentences from 
paragraph #. 
(Sentences from paragraph.) 
These sentences show that 
(Character) (verb) — 
What does (Character’s) dialogue 
in paragraph # reveal to the 
reader? 
The (narrator’s or Character’s) 
keen awareness/understanding of 
(Character’s) behavior leads 
him/her to think/recognize/feel — 
What effect does (Character’s) 
(adjective) behavior have on the 
resolution of the story? 
Which sentence from the story 
provides the best evidence that 

Paragraphs # through # support 
the primary theme of the excerpt 
by emphasizing — 
The reader can conclude that 
when (Character) (action by 
character), 
(Character) is — 
(Character’s) thoughts in 
paragraph # show that she/he — 
Read these sentences from 
paragraph #. 
(Sentences from paragraph.) 
These sentences show that 
(Character) (verb) — 
What does (Character’s) 
dialogue in paragraph # reveal to 
the reader? 
The (narrator’s or Character’s) 
keen awareness/understanding 
of (Character’s) behavior leads 
him/her to think/recognize/feel — 
What effect does (Character’s) 
(adjective) behavior have on the 
resolution of the story? 
Which sentence from the story 
provides the best evidence that 

Paragraphs # through # support 
the primary theme of the 
excerpt by emphasizing — 
The reader can conclude that 
when (Character) (action by 
character), 
(Character) is — 
(Character’s) thoughts in 
paragraph # show that she/he 
— 
Read these sentences from 
paragraph #. 
(Sentences from paragraph.) 
These sentences show that 
(Character) (verb) — 
What does (Character’s) 
dialogue in paragraph # reveal 
to the reader? 
The (narrator’s or Character’s) 
keen awareness/understanding 
of (Character’s) behavior leads 
him/her to think/recognize/feel 
— 
What effect does (Character’s) 
(adjective) behavior have on the 
resolution of the story? 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LIa3YTpdsN9kH26dmcM5cYCvwVMNxoxg/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aZuYZhw8GWBCYR1dmKZos3--bSaaHRD3zQGf6PB1t5o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12qDaXcfo8_fGNmOmkLIUl2MfbX2cunsKAwU0mnANZ0k/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jpKRLbABUTMR0bDFw_5TY3GEHgnkSBgV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C-XK58e5dUYbp0ejw7iyinpTTxzUkhE6/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1og0tO3aeu6eJfvbJkfaa_DlPNss3-xj9/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C-XK58e5dUYbp0ejw7iyinpTTxzUkhE6/view
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resolve 
his/her conflict? 
The author builds tension at 
the beginning of the story by 
— 
Which event initiates the 
rising action of the story? 
Character’s response to 
(different character’s) 
comment/action adds 
to the conflict by — 
The description of 
(Character’s) (action) in 
paragraphs # - # is 
important to the excerpt 
because it 
shows/reveals/explains 
demonstrates — 
The last two paragraphs in 
the excerpt convey that the 
(narrator or Character) is — 
Which line from the story best 
demonstrates the moment 
when 
 
(Character) realizes 
(description of realization)? 
Which sentence from the 
excerpt best illustrates 
(Character’s) 
conflict? 

(Character) feels insecure? 
 

(Character) feels insecure? 
 

Which sentence from the story 
provides the best evidence that 
(Character) feels insecure? 
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Punctuating sentences and Organizing writing 

     

 

     

 

●  ●  ●  ●  ●  

 

●  ●  ●  ●  ●  

  

 



Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 
 

Week 3 Monday 9/3 Tuesday 9/4 Wednesday 9/5 Thursday 9/6 Friday 9/7 

 Establishing Habits 

● HOLIDAY Review stamina chart and 
good reader habits; introduce 
Reflecting on Reading Lives- 
Reading Strategies 13.11 

Review stamina chart and good 
reading habits; practice building 
stamina; teacher confers 

Review stamina chart and good 
reading habits; practice building 
stamina; teacher confers 

Review stamina chart and good 
reading habits; practice building 
stamina; teacher confers 

 

Fiction 

 8.6A Analyze linear plot 
developments (e.g., conflict, 
rising action, falling action, 
resolution, subplots) to 
determine whether and how 
conflicts are resolved. 

8.6A Analyze linear plot 
developments (e.g., conflict, 
rising action, falling action, 
resolution, subplots) to 
determine whether and how 
conflicts are resolved. 

8.6B Analyze how the central 
characters' qualities influence 
the theme of a fictional work 
and resolution of the central 
conflict. 

8.6B Analyze how the 
central characters' qualities 
influence the theme of a 
fictional work and resolution 
of the central conflict. 

 

     

 

 How do specific events 
and/or details contribute to 
plot development? 
 
What text evidence reveals 
a plot element? 

How do specific events and/or 
details contribute to plot 
development? 
 
What text evidence reveals a 
plot element? 

How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s theme? 
 
How do specific details and 
events reveal 
characterization? 
 
How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s plot? 
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences 
and/or conclusions about 
characterization? 

How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s theme? 
 
How do specific details and 
events reveal 
characterization? 
 
How does characterization 
contribute to the 
story’s plot? 
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences 
and/or conclusions about 
characterization? 
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From DISD Curriculum: 
Suggested Key Text: 
Key Text: “Amigo Brothers” by Piri Thomas.  
 
Recommended Alternative Texts: 
“The Wooden Bowl” 
 

 

 The author included 
paragraph # in order to — 
Which event triggers the 
main problem in the story? 
Paragraphs # through # 
help build tension in the 
story by — 
Paragraph # is important 
to the story because — 
The story reaches its 
climax when — 
(Detail) contributes to the 
development of the plot 
because it — 
Which statement best 
expresses the main 
conflict in the excerpt? 
‒ Alternate wording: In 
one sentence, identify the 
main conflict of the 
excerpt. 
Which event from the 
story suggests that 
(Character) will resolve 
his/her conflict? 
The author builds tension 
at the beginning of the 
story by — 
Which event initiates the 
rising action of the story? 
Character’s response to 
(different character’s) 

The author included paragraph 
# in order to — 
Which event triggers the main 
problem in the story? 
Paragraphs # through # help 
build tension in the story by — 
Paragraph # is important to the 
story because — 
The story reaches its climax 
when — 
(Detail) contributes to the 
development of the plot 
because it — 
Which statement best 
expresses the main conflict in 
the excerpt? 
‒ Alternate wording: In one 
sentence, identify the main 
conflict of the 
excerpt. 
Which event from the story 
suggests that (Character) will 
resolve 
his/her conflict? 
The author builds tension at 
the beginning of the story by 
— 
Which event initiates the rising 
action of the story? 
Character’s response to 
(different character’s) 
comment/action adds 

Paragraphs # through # support 
the primary theme of the excerpt 
by emphasizing — 
The reader can conclude that 
when (Character) (action by 
character), 
(Character) is — 
(Character’s) thoughts in 
paragraph # show that she/he — 
Read these sentences from 
paragraph #. 
(Sentences from paragraph.) 
These sentences show that 
(Character) (verb) — 
What does (Character’s) 
dialogue in paragraph # reveal to 
the reader? 
The (narrator’s or Character’s) 
keen awareness/understanding 
of (Character’s) behavior leads 
him/her to think/recognize/feel — 
What effect does (Character’s) 
(adjective) behavior have on the 
resolution of the story? 
Which sentence from the story 
provides the best evidence that 
(Character) feels insecure? 
 

Paragraphs # through # support 
the primary theme of the 
excerpt by emphasizing — 
The reader can conclude that 
when (Character) (action by 
character), 
(Character) is — 
(Character’s) thoughts in 
paragraph # show that she/he 
— 
Read these sentences from 
paragraph #. 
(Sentences from paragraph.) 
These sentences show that 
(Character) (verb) — 
What does (Character’s) 
dialogue in paragraph # reveal 
to the reader? 
The (narrator’s or Character’s) 
keen awareness/understanding 
of (Character’s) behavior leads 
him/her to think/recognize/feel 
— 
What effect does (Character’s) 
(adjective) behavior have on the 
resolution of the story? 
Which sentence from the story 
provides the best evidence that 
(Character) feels insecure? 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15K2yW39UC3NkUqqCtdaSB0PITFZpw7sg/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I64TAHJWojCpMhdTPVQTEOOXzoHs6d1AaUUoFIay1YE/edit
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comment/action adds 
to the conflict by — 
The description of 
(Character’s) (action) in 
paragraphs # - # is 
important to the excerpt 
because it 
shows/reveals/explains 
demonstrates — 
The last two paragraphs in 
the excerpt convey that 
the (narrator or Character) 
is — 
Which line from the story 
best demonstrates the 
moment when 
 
(Character) realizes 
(description of 
realization)? 
Which sentence from the 
excerpt best illustrates 
(Character’s) 
conflict? 
 

to the conflict by — 
The description of 
(Character’s) (action) in 
paragraphs # - # is 
important to the excerpt 
because it 
shows/reveals/explains 
demonstrates — 
The last two paragraphs in the 
excerpt convey that the 
(narrator or Character) is — 
Which line from the story best 
demonstrates the moment 
when 
 
(Character) realizes 
(description of realization)? 
Which sentence from the 
excerpt best illustrates 
(Character’s) 
conflict? 
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 ●  ●  ●  ●  

 

 ●  ●  ●  ●  
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Week 4 Monday 9/10 Tuesday 9/11 Wednesday 9/12 Thursday 9/13 Friday 9/14 

 Practicing Habits 

Introduce Reading Actively 
Anchor Chart- Reading 
Strategies 13.20; Practice 
building stamina 
 

Review Active Reading anchor 
chart from Monday; practice 
building stamina; teacher 
confers 
 

Practice building stamina; teacher 
confers 

Practice building stamina; 
teacher confers 

Practice building stamina; 
teacher confers 

 

Drama 

8.2B Use context (within a 
sentence and in larger 
sections of text) to 
determine or clarify the 
meaning of unfamiliar or 
ambiguous words or words 
with novel meanings. 

*FLEX* 

8.5A Analyze how different 
playwrights characterize 
their protagonists and 
antagonists through the 
dialogue and staging of their 
plays. 

8.5A Analyze how different 
playwrights characterize their 
protagonists and antagonists 
through the dialogue and 
staging of their plays. 

8.5A Analyze how different 
playwrights characterize their 
protagonists and antagonists 
through the dialogue and 
staging of their plays. 

8.19F Make intertextual links 
among and across texts, 
including other media (e.g., 
film, play), and provide 
textual evidence. 

 

     

 

How does context help 
determine word 
meaning? 
 

How do stage directions 
reveal key details, 
plot elements, setting, and 
characterization? 
 
How does dialogue reveal 
character traits, 
thoughts/feelings, actions 
and/or plot 
elements? 
 

How do stage directions reveal 
key details, 
plot elements, setting, and 
characterization? 
 
How does dialogue reveal 
character traits, 
thoughts/feelings, actions 
and/or plot 
elements? 
 

How do stage directions 
reveal key details, 
plot elements, setting, and 
characterization? 
 
How does dialogue reveal 
character traits, 
thoughts/feelings, actions 
and/or plot 
elements? 
 

What are the similarities 
between two texts? 
 
What are the differences 
between two texts? 
 
What text evidence in one text 
embodies the ideas of a second 
text? 
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From DISD Curriculum: 
Suggested Key Text: The Diary of Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett. Holt McDougal, Page 508-567. as you like). 
Close Reading Module from Act 1 Scene 1 of The Diary of Anne Frank PreAP Close Reading Module  

 

In paragraph #, the word 
(word) means? 
 
Which words from paragraph 
# help the reader understand 
the meaning of (word)? 
 

The stage directions in 
paragraph # indicate that — 
 
Read paragraph #. 
 
What does the dialogue 
convey about (Character’s) 
attitude toward 
(different Character)? 
What do paragraphs # and # 
suggest about (Character)? 
(Character’s) dialogue in in 
the play shows that his/her 
feeling about 
(person or idea) change from 
____________ to 
____________. 
 

The stage directions in paragraph 
# indicate that — 
 
Read paragraph #. 
 
What does the dialogue convey 
about (Character’s) attitude 
toward 
(different Character)? 
What do paragraphs # and # 
suggest about (Character)? 
(Character’s) dialogue in in the 
play shows that his/her feeling 
about 
(person or idea) change from 
____________ to ____________. 
 

The stage directions in 
paragraph # indicate that — 
 
Read paragraph #. 
 
What does the dialogue convey 
about (Character’s) attitude 
toward 
(different Character)? 
What do paragraphs # and # 
suggest about (Character)? 
(Character’s) dialogue in in the 
play shows that his/her feeling 
about 
(person or idea) change from 
____________ to 
____________. 
 

(Character) in “(Fiction Title)” 
and the speaker in “(Drama 
Title)” both — 
Unlike the speaker in “(Drama 
Title)”, (Character) in “(Fiction 
Title)” (verb) —  
One difference between 
(Character) in the story and the 
(Character) in the (Drama Title) 
that — 
Read lines from the drama. 
(Line from drama) Which 
sentence from the drama 
relates a similar idea?  
 Which line from the drama best 
expresses (Character’s) 
feelings at the end of the story? 

 

     

  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fV0J4Qvlnz74kssnRcZ8dMWhQMtsslbkXhsEsPSycVc/edit
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●  ●  ●  ●  ●  

 

●  ●  ●  ●  ●  
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Week 5 Monday 9/17 Tuesday 9/18 Wednesday 9/19 Thursday 9/20 Friday 9/21 

 Practicing Habits 

Review book selection and 
good reading habits; Students 
read independently and 
teacher confers 
 

Review book selection and 
good reading habits; Students 
read independently and 
teacher confers 

Review book selection and good 
reading habits; Students read 
independently and teacher 
confers. 

Review book selection and good 
reading habits; Students read 
independently and teacher 
confers. 

Review book selection and 
good reading habits; Students 
read independently and teacher 
confers. 

 

Drama 

8.5A Analyze how different 
playwrights characterize 
their protagonists and 
antagonists through the 
dialogue and staging of 
their plays. 

8.5A Analyze how different 
playwrights characterize 
their protagonists and 
antagonists through the 
dialogue and staging of their 
plays. 

8.6A Analyze linear plot 
developments (e.g., conflict, 
rising action, falling action, 
resolution, subplots) to 
determine whether and how 
conflicts are resolved. 

8.19F Make intertextual links 
among and across texts, 
including other media (e.g., 
film, play), and provide textual 
evidence. 

8.19F Make intertextual links 
among and across texts, 
including other media (e.g., 
film, play), and provide 
textual evidence. 

 

     

 

How do stage directions 
reveal key details, 
plot elements, setting, and 
characterization? 
 
How does dialogue reveal 
character traits, 
thoughts/feelings, actions 
and/or plot 
elements? 
 

How do stage directions 
reveal key details, 
plot elements, setting, and 
characterization? 
 
How does dialogue reveal 
character traits, 
thoughts/feelings, actions 
and/or plot 
elements? 
 

How do specific events and/or 
details contribute to plot 
development? 
 
What text evidence reveals a 
plot element? 

What are the similarities between 
two texts? 
 
What are the differences 
between two texts? 
 
What text evidence in one text 
embodies the ideas of a second 
text? 

What are the similarities 
between two texts? 
 
What are the differences 
between two texts? 
 
What text evidence in one text 
embodies the ideas of a second 
text? 
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Suggested  Key Texts: 
“Prometheus Bound” and “Pandora’s Box” (Holt pg. 474) (teach as paired texts) 

Jigsaw Reading Example 
Tips for Paired Reading 
Tips on Creating an Anchor Chart 
TDQ for Prometheus Bound 
 

 

The stage directions in 
paragraph # indicate that — 
 
Read paragraph #. 
 
What does the dialogue convey 
about (Character’s) attitude 
toward 
(different Character)? 
What do paragraphs # and # 
suggest about (Character)? 
(Character’s) dialogue in in the 
play shows that his/her feeling 
about 
(person or idea) change from 
____________ to 
____________. 

The stage directions in 
paragraph # indicate that — 
 
Read paragraph #. 
 
What does the dialogue 
convey about (Character’s) 
attitude toward 
(different Character)? 
What do paragraphs # and # 
suggest about (Character)? 
(Character’s) dialogue in in 
the play shows that his/her 
feeling about 
(person or idea) change from 
____________ to 
____________. 

The author included paragraph 
# in order to — 
Which event triggers the main 
problem in the story? 
Paragraphs # through # help 
build tension in the story by — 
Paragraph # is important to the 
story because — 
The story reaches its climax 
when — 
(Detail) contributes to the 
development of the plot 
because it — 
Which statement best 
expresses the main conflict in 
the excerpt? 
‒ Alternate wording: In one 
sentence, identify the main 
conflict of the 
excerpt. 
Which event from the story 
suggests that (Character) will 
resolve 
his/her conflict? 
The author builds tension at 
the beginning of the story by 
— 
Which event initiates the rising 
action of the story? 
Character’s response to 
(different character’s) 

(Character) in “(Fiction Title)” and 
the speaker in “(Drama Title)” 
both — 
Unlike the speaker in “(Drama 
Title)”, (Character) in “(Fiction 
Title)” (verb) —  
One difference between 
(Character) in the story and the 
(Character) in the (Drama Title) 
that — 
Read lines from the drama. (Line 
from drama) Which sentence 
from the drama relates a similar 
idea?  
 Which line from the drama best 
expresses (Character’s) feelings 
at the end of the story? 

(Character) in “(Fiction Title)” 
and the speaker in “(Drama 
Title)” both — 
Unlike the speaker in “(Drama 
Title)”, (Character) in “(Fiction 
Title)” (verb) —  
One difference between 
(Character) in the story and the 
(Character) in the (Drama Title) 
that — 
Read lines from the drama. 
(Line from drama) Which 
sentence from the drama 
relates a similar idea?  
 Which line from the drama best 
expresses (Character’s) 
feelings at the end of the story? 

https://www.worldbookonline.com/dramaticlearning/play?id=dr000003
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RUxfxD06MteqQKdSBqJNRo_omNFRcnDvy2WEbNaVbFY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ie-i07Pv3Mk9TUe9K8ObSITiNaw6Nd5xLRtOj2NclWs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YBFnP7Z-Sm8koXz-o_jUP8icihEbIm1HEEVNRQfncBI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WNNVot9VTInSBFPd_htZZwYvYI8I2zuDwfPqQMmb5OE/edit


Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 
The description of 
(Character’s) (action) in 
paragraphs # - # is 
important to the excerpt 
because it 
shows/reveals/explains 
demonstrates — 
The last two paragraphs in the 
excerpt convey that the 
(narrator or Character) is — 
Which line from the story best 
demonstrates the moment 
when 
 
(Character) realizes 
(description of realization)? 
Which sentence from the 
excerpt best illustrates 
(Character’s) 
conflict? 
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Week 6 Monday 9/24 Tuesday 9/25 Wednesday 9/26 Thursday 9/27 Friday 9/28 

  

Review book selection and 
good reading habits; Students 
read independently and 
teacher confers. 
 

1st six weeks common 
assessment 

Review book selection and good 
reading habits; Students read 
independently and teacher 
confers. 
 

Review book selection and good 
reading habits; Students read 
independently and teacher 
confers. 
 

Review book selection and 
good reading habits; Students 
read independently and teacher 
confers. 
 

 

Drama and Fiction 

*REVIEW* 1st six weeks common 
assessment 

*RETEACH* 
CA low SE 

 
*SMART* 

*FLEX* 
 

*SMART* 

*FLEX* 
 

*SMART* 

 

 1st six weeks common 
assessment 

   

 

 1st six weeks common 
assessment 
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 1st six weeks common 
assessment 

   

 

 1st six weeks common 
assessment 

   

 

 1st six weeks common 
assessment 

   

  

 



Grade 8 - 1ST SIX WEEKS- RLA 
 

 

 

 

 1st six weeks common 
assessment  

   

 

 1st six weeks common 
assessment  

   

 

●  1st six weeks common 
assessment  

●    

 

●  1st six weeks common 
assessment  

●  ●  ●  

 

 


