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Design Your Own Routine 

 

Directions: Using the template below, plan out a simple, multi-step routine for your 

classroom. (Note: You are planning what you envision the routine looking like once students 

have mastered it).  

  

Multi-Step Routine (Examples: Passing in homework; correcting a peer’s mistake; 

cleaning off one’s desk; completing a header, etc.): 

 

 

Vision of Success 

Once students master this routine, they will be able to… 

 

 

Goal Time (If applicable): Upon mastery, this should take…. 

Materials Needed Preparation Needed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step-by-Step Expectations  

Step # Teacher Will… Students Will… 

1  

 

 

 

2  

 

 

 

3  

 

 

 

4  

 

 

 

5  

 

 

 

Anticipated Pitfall Planned Response 
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Exemplar Routine Plan 
 

Vision of Success 

Once students master this routine, they will be able to… 

 Silently get up from their desks 

 Dismiss themselves by row to the rug in an orderly, quiet, and efficient fashion 

 Sit down at their assigned rug spot 

 Fold their hands in front and wait silently for the lesson to begin  

 

Goal time: Upon mastery, this should take 45 seconds or less 

Materials Needed (During Transition) Preparation Needed  

 Daily behavior chart or other consequence 

system 

 Map out and mark the transition pathway 

with tape on the floor 

 Label each desk with sentence strip that 

includes student’s name 

 Assign each student a rug spot 

 Assign each student a desk and “row” (e.g., 

Row 1, Row 2, Row 3, etc.) 

Step-by-Step Expectations  

Step # Teacher Will… Students Will… 

1 Say, “Transition to row spots”  

2 Hold one finger up Place hands on the sides of chair 

3 Hold two fingers up Push chair back but remain seated 

4 Hold three fingers up Stand up to the right side of his/her chair  

5 Hold four fingers up Push in chair and stand with hands on back of 

chair 

6 Say, “Transition!” Walk row-by-row and follow taped path to desks 

(As soon as the last student in row 1 passes, 

Row 2 will begin walking, etc.) 

7 Scan to make sure students sit 

down silently and narrate follow 

through 

Sit down silently at their rug spot with hands 

folded out front 

Potential Pitfalls Planned Response 

 Students Move Too Soon/Late  T explicitly states rows that transition. T tells 

scholars who they need to watch/follow to 

make sure they’re walking right away 

 Students turn the wrong way (left instead of 

right) 

 TW practice with certain scholars the 

direction they turn. 

 Students forget to get seated in “learner’s 

position” 

 Give a nonverbal to signal “hands folded” or 

“back straight” 

 Ask students who don’t do it right to Do it 

Again 

 

 

Routine: Transition from Desks to Rug 


