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Whole Group Reading- Focus Overview 

 

 Reading Writing  

 
Week 1 

Fiction, Poetry-Paired Grammar: 8.20Bii 

8.2B, 8.2E 
8.6A, 8.6B, 8.4A 
8.4 F19D, 8.6 F19D, 8.8F19D, 8.6 F19E, 8.19F 

Personal Narrative: 8.14A, 
8.14B, 8.14C, 8.16  

 
Week 2 

Fiction (Myth) Grammar:  8.19C, 8.20B 

8.2B, 8.2E 
8.3B, 8.3C,  8.6B, 8.8A 
8.3F19D, 8. F19D 

8.14C, 8.14D, 8.16 

 
Week 3 

Literary NonFiction Grammar: 8.19C, 8.20B 

8.2B,  
8.7A, 8.8A 
8.7 F19D, 8.7F19E, 8.8 F19D 

8.14D, 8.14D, 8.16 

 
Week 4 

Expository, Poetry-Paired 8.20B, 8.20Bii, & 8.19C 

8.2A, 8.2B 
8.4A, 8.10B, 8.10C, 8.10D 
8.4 F19D, 8.10 F19D, 8 F19F 

 
 

Week 5 
 

Persuasive/Expository 8.20Bi 

8.2A, 8.2B 
8.10A,  8.12B, 8.13C 
8.11F19D, 8.10 F19E, 8.13 F19D 

 

Week 6 
 

Persuasive/Poetry* (CRM) 8.20Bi 

8.2A, 8.2B 
8.4A, 8.11B 
8.4F19D, 8.8F19D, 8.9F19D, 8.11F19D 

 

Fiction, Poetry, Literary Nonfiction, Expository, Persuasive  

TEKS/SE SW1 SW2 ACP SW4 SW5 STAAR 

8.2A 0 4 2 1  7 

8.2B 3 0 3 1  19 

8.2E 0 0 1 1  6 

8.6A 4 0 2 2  20 

8.6B 3 0 2 2  13 

8.6C 0 0 0 2  6 

8.8A 0 3 1 1  10 

8.10A 0 0 3 5  31 

8.10B 0 0 2 1  6 

8.10C 0 0 3 2  15 

8.10D 0 0 0 1  12 

8.12B 0 0 0 1  3 

8.19F 2 3 2 5  34 

8.3 F19D 0 0 0 1  8 

8.4  F19D 0 5 1 2  21 

8.6 F19D 0 0 2 3  11 

8.7 F19D 0 5 1 3  19 

8.7 F19E 0 0 1 1  3 

8.8 F19D 0 0 0 2  15 

8.9 F19D 0 0 0 2  19 

8.10 F19D 0 0 2 4  21 

8.10 F19E 0 0 1 1  9 
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Week 7 Drama 
8.2A, 8.2B 
8.5A, 8.8A 
8.3F19D, 8.5F19D (CA4 Review)  

MOCK STAAR Review 

Review/ Assess Review/ Assess 

 

 

 

Week 1 Monday 1/7 Tuesday 1/8 Wednesday 1/9 Thursday 1/10 Friday 1/11 

 

 

Establishing Habits 

● Teacher work day 

 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

 

Reading Engagement: Fiction and Poetry 

Week 1 Lesson Plan           
 Exemplar: Thank You M’am         Annotated Text: Thank You M’am 

  
Week 1 Lesson Plan Thurs-Fri            Exemplar: GateA4         Annotated Text: GateA4 

 Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

Comprehension: Fiction 
8.6(A) analyze linear plot 
developments (e.g., conflict, 
rising action, falling  action, 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(E) use a dictionary, a 

glossary, or a thesaurus 

(printed or electronic) to  

determine the meanings, 

syllabication, pronunciations, 

alternate  word choices, and 

parts of speech of words  

  

 

Comprehension: Fiction 
8.6(B) analyze how the central 
characters’ qualities influence 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  determine 

or clarify the meaning of 

unfamiliar or ambiguous 

words  or words with novel 

meanings   

 

Comprehension: Poetry 
8.4  Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Poetry. Students 
understand, make inferences 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

Comprehension: Paired - 
Fiction & Poetry 
8.4  Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Poetry. 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1t-L-gtNwj73OubNqMKT7dPUO-AXvn3nYYIWzxDrzhug
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aaDHR6BT22w5SZPaZPmYNuXxEWLOcI3NnIhVuiCD9eI
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bqEcWDDN-b8rHvVLC9QkrN-lhQQekFYp
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jQ6VwSJAIY0z7seaVBxjlLAf2lqwjyE87mZaCqzFvq0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IBL0Uvp4u8QJ29IenyuxzCPhtGvnNtwaD21iAPxgFvs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WTfuAhjz9hp-xFSYdneA4j77SIeKVaPE
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resolution, subplots) to 
determine whether and how  
conflicts are resolved   
 
F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and 
use textual  evidence to 
support  understanding 

the theme of  a fictional work 
and resolution of the central 
conflict   
 
F 19D make complex  
inferences about text  and use 
textual  evidence to support  
understanding 

and draw conclusions about 
the structure and elements of 
poetry and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding.  
 
F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and use 
textual  evidence to support  
understanding 

Students understand, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about the 
structure and elements of 
poetry and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding.  
 
8.6 Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Fiction. 
Students understand, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about the 
structure and elements of 
fiction and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding.  
 
8 19F make intertextual links  
among and across texts,  
including other media (e.g.,  
film, play), and provide  
textual evidence 

 
     

 
 How do specific events 

and/or details contribute to 
plot development?  
 
What text evidence reveals 
a plot element?  
 
 

How does characterization 
contribute to the story’s 
theme?  
 
How do specific details and 
events reveal characterization?  
 
How does characterization 
contribute to the story’s plot?  
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences and/or conclusions 
about characterization? 

What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be drawn 
about the organization of a 
poem?  
 
What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be drawn 
about specific details?  
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences and/or 
conclusions?  

What are the similarities 
between two texts?  
 
What are the differences 
between two texts?  
 
What text evidence in one 
text embodies the ideas of a 
second text?  
 
 

L  
G u



    Grade 8 - 4th SIX WEEKS- RLA 

 

 
Characterization Inferences: 
 What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be made 
about characters based on 
specific details?  
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences and/or conclusions 
about characterization?  

 

 

 Thank you, M’am   

 

Text Dependent 

Questions 

Thank you, M’am   

 

Text Dependent Questions 

Gate A-4  

 

Text Dependent Questions 

Paired Passage 

Thank you, M’am    

and 

Gate A-4  

 

Text Dependent Questions 

 

 The author included 
paragraph # in order to —    
 
Which event triggers the 
main problem in the story?   
 
Paragraphs # through # 
help build tension in the 
story by —    
 
Paragraph # is important to 
the story because —    
 
The story reaches its climax 
when — 
 
  (Detail) contributes to the 
development of the plot 
because it —   
 
Which statement best 

Paragraphs # through # 
support the primary theme of 
the excerpt by emphasizing 
—  
 
The reader can conclude that 
when (Character) (action by 
character), (Character) is —    
 
(Character’s) thoughts in 
paragraph # show that she/he 
—   
 
Read these sentences from 
paragraph #.    

Sentences from paragraph. 

 
These sentences show that 
(Character) (verb) —   
 

Dividing the poem into 
(number: two,  three, four, 
etc.) stanzas allows the poet 
to —   
 
The (detail) is important to the 
poem because it represents 
—   
 
 The poet likely intends for the 
last two lines to express the  
speaker’s —    
 
Read the following lines from 
the poem.    
 
 

Lines from poem 

 
 

(Character) in “(Fiction Title)” 
and the speaker in “(Poetry 
Title)”  both-  
  
Unlike the speaker in 
“(Poetry Title)”, (Character) in 
“(Fiction Title)” (verb) —  
 
Read these lines from the 
poem.  
 
 

Lines from poem 

 
Which sentence from the 
story relates a similar idea?   
 
Which line from the poem 
best expresses (Character)’s 
feelings at the end of the 
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https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1jEaKGcZbGKBYiiMHyNkFRCe3l1btq6Jf/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cjhfyQ7iE8v0biN-RPO6EF0xMLazUoLPiKzxXtYffaY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cjhfyQ7iE8v0biN-RPO6EF0xMLazUoLPiKzxXtYffaY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1jEaKGcZbGKBYiiMHyNkFRCe3l1btq6Jf/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cjhfyQ7iE8v0biN-RPO6EF0xMLazUoLPiKzxXtYffaY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1IoSYMzJAZwMcAJZXLEpK7GfQysRp9_Yk/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cjhfyQ7iE8v0biN-RPO6EF0xMLazUoLPiKzxXtYffaY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1jEaKGcZbGKBYiiMHyNkFRCe3l1btq6Jf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1IoSYMzJAZwMcAJZXLEpK7GfQysRp9_Yk/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cjhfyQ7iE8v0biN-RPO6EF0xMLazUoLPiKzxXtYffaY/edit?usp=sharing
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expresses the main conflict 
in the excerpt?  
 
 ‒ Alternate wording: In one 
sentence, identify the main 
conflict of the excerpt.    
 
Which event from the story 
suggests that (Character) 
will resolve his/her conflict?   
 
The author builds tension at 
the beginning of the story 
by —   
 
Which event initiates the 
rising action of the story?   
 
Character’s response to 
(different character’s) 
comment/action adds to the 
conflict by —   
 
The description of 
(Character’s) (action) in 
paragraphs # - 
 
 # is important to the 
excerpt because it 
shows/reveals/explains 
demonstrates —   
 
The last two paragraphs in 
the excerpt convey that the 
(narrator or Character) is — 
 
Which line from the story 
best demonstrates the 
moment when (Character) 
realizes (description of 
realization)?   
 

What does (Character’s) 
dialogue in paragraph # 
reveal to the reader?  
 
The (narrator’s or 
Character’s) keen 
awareness/understanding of  
 
(Character’s) behavior leads 
him/her to 
think/recognize/feel —  
 
What effect does 
(Character’s) (adjective) 
behavior have on the 
resolution of the story?  
 
Which sentence from the  
story provides the best 
evidence that (Character) 
feels insecure?  
 
Characterization 
Inferences: 
Which sentence best explains 
why (Character) (description 
of character’s 
thoughts/feelings about 
something)?   
 
Which sentence from the 
story best expresses 
(Character 1’s) 
(thought/feeling) about/for 
(Character 2)?   
 
Which sentence from the 
story best illustrates the 
narrator’s (feeling about 
something)? 
 

Why does the poet compare 
(detail or person) to (detail or 
person)?    
 
What do the descriptions of 
(detail) throughout the poem 
suggest about the speaker?   
 
What does stanza # of the 
poem suggest about (topic of 
poem)?   
 
Which words from the poem 
show that the speaker is 
(feeling) to/at (person, place, 
thing, idea in the text)? 
 
In stanza #, the poet uses the 
words “(phrase from poem)” 
and “(another phrase from 
poem)” to 
suggest/show/illustrate/descri
be — 
 
In contrast to line #, line # 
shows that (person in poem) 
now feels — 
 
In lines # - #, the speaker 
observes that (person in 
poem) want to —  
 
Which line from the poem 
best expresses the speaker’s 
sense of (noun)?  

story? 
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Which sentence from the 
excerpt best illustrates 
(Character’s) conflict? 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

Establishing Writing Routines 

 Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 1- Copy or glue sentence 
into notebook. 
Invitation to notice- what do 
you notice about this 
sentence? 
Day 2- Label the parts of 
speech. 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 3- Invitation to revise, 
keep the meaning but revise 
the sentence.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 4- Invitation to re-write- 
keep the structure of the 
sentence but rewrite with your 
own meaning.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 5- Invitation to edit- 
mentor sentence editing quiz 
to correct grammatical 
errors. 
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 8.20(B)* use correct 

punctuation marks:  
(ii)* semicolons, colons, 
hyphens, parentheses, 
brackets, and ellipse 

8.20(B)* use correct 
punctuation marks:  
(ii)* semicolons, colons, 
hyphens, parentheses, 
brackets, and ellipse 

8.20(B)* use correct 
punctuation marks:  
(ii)* semicolons, colons, 
hyphens, parentheses, 
brackets, and ellipse 

8.20(B)* use correct 
punctuation marks:  
(ii)* semicolons, colons, 
hyphens, parentheses, 
brackets, and ellipse 

 

 Personal Narrative: 
 
8.14(A) plan a first draft by 
selecting a genre appropriate 
for conveying the intended 
meaning to an audience,  
determining appropriate topics 
through a range of strategies 
(e.g., discussion, background 
reading, personal  interests), 
and developing a thesis or 
controlling idea  

Personal Narrative: 
 
8.14(A) plan a first draft by 
selecting a genre appropriate 
for conveying the intended 
meaning to an audience,  
determining appropriate topics 
through a range of strategies 
(e.g., discussion, background 
reading, personal  interests), 
and developing a thesis or 
controlling idea  

Personal Narrative: 
 
8.14(B)* develop drafts by 
choosing an appropriate 
organizational  strategy (e.g., 
sequence of events, cause‐
effect, compare/contrast) and 
building on ideas to create a 
focused,  organized, and 
coherent piece of writing   

Personal Narrative: 
 
8.14(B)* develop drafts by 
choosing an appropriate 
organizational  strategy (e.g., 
sequence of events, cause‐
effect, compare/contrast) 
and building on ideas to 
create a focused,  organized, 
and coherent piece of writing  

 

     

 

Week 2 Monday 1/14 Tuesday 1/15 Wednesday 1/16 Thursday 1/17 Friday 1/18 

 

 

Establishing Habits 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

 

Reading Engagement: Fiction (Myth) 

Week 2 Lesson Plan          
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KBhxxTramuv868QHK9aW_5GmR-lCNknSQViLtjS1PwY
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 Exemplars: The Story of Prometheus & Pandora's Box; Grandmother Spider; Theseus and the Minotaur  

        
Annotated Texts: Theseus & Minotaur; Cherokee; Prometheus & Pandora 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(E) use a dictionary, a 

glossary, or a thesaurus 

(printed or electronic) to  

determine the meanings, 

syllabication, 

pronunciations, alternate  

word choices, and parts 

of speech of words  

 

Comprehension: Myths 
8.3(C) explain how the 
values and beliefs of 
particular characters are 
affected by  the historical 
and cultural setting of the 
literary work  
  
 
 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within 

a sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or 

words with novel 

meanings   

 

Comprehension: Myths 
8.3(B) compare and 
contrast the similarities and 
differences in mythologies 
from  various cultures (e.g., 
ideas of afterlife, roles and 
characteristics of deities,  
purposes of myths)   
 

 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

 

Comprehension: Fiction 
8.3 Comprehension of Literary 
Text/Theme and Genre. 
Students analyze, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about theme and 
genre in different cultural, 
historical, and contemporary 
contexts and provide evidence  
from the text to support their 
understanding.   
 
8 Fig19D make complex  
inferences about text  and use 
textual  evidence to support  
understanding 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

 

Comprehension: Fiction 
8.8(A) explain the effect of 
similes and extended 
metaphors in literary text   
 
8.8 Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Sensory 
Language. Students 
understand, make inferences 
and draw conclusions about 
how an author's sensory 
language creates imagery in 
literary text and provide 
evidence from  text to support 
their understanding.  
 
8 F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and use 
textual  evidence to support  
understanding. 
 
*Note: Although 
summarization is the primary 
TEKS of focus, please embed 
plot (8.6A)  and character 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(E) use a dictionary, a 

glossary, or a thesaurus 

(printed or electronic) to  

determine the meanings, 

syllabication, 

pronunciations, alternate  

word choices, and parts of 

speech of words  

 

Comprehension: Fiction 
8.6 Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Fiction. 
Students understand, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about the 
structure and elements of 
fiction and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding.  
 
8 F19E summarize, 
paraphrase,  and synthesize 
texts in  ways that maintain   
meaning and logical  order 
within a text and  across 
texts  
 
*Note: Although 
summarization is the primary 
TEKS of focus, please 
embed plot (8.6A)  and 
character (8.6B). 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=17Z0DMI84TqhB5zeugMbXODw7vOJGDQHkn3vpdFgxn3A
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UtNWxdqrS4eiRZzpNMAYo-77DgZwt6Ng4Mx6l_AfA88
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18GPI89iV4B4CdLUzCjFn2LLRSlRujdBwK8r_0GNpxdg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aGTKUKSk1XYY9CAlrtXTOlWbZ6UvUk0y
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1shfMRsRwT2hZkpkHsiOMnjyqwFeNQ9Yx
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1R-AelG6G9AT1UOvWHvdllo8e2WDo4fWu
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(8.6B). 
 
 
 
 

 
     

 

How does the historical and 
cultural contexts of the 
setting reveal character 
beliefs and values?  

No guiding questions stems What is the author’s intended 
theme/lesson/message?  

Why does the author include 
sensory language?  
 
How does sensory language 
contribute to meaning?  

What are the characteristics 
of an effective summary for 
the whole text?  
 
What are the characteristics 
of an effective summary for 
part of the text?  
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The Story of Prometheus and Pandora’s Box: 

  

The Cherokee Story of Grandmother Widow 

 

Text Dependent Questions for The Story of Prometheus and Pandora’s Box and Grandmother Widow. 
 
Discuss the themes of each text. Try to come to a consensus as a class. See a few thematic ideas (a thematic idea is not the same as a 
theme-see this handout for more information). 

 

Which sentence from the 
story best expresses the 
main theme of the excerpt?  

 
How does the historical and 
cultural contexts of the 
setting reveal character 
beliefs and values? 
 

The historical context of this 
excerpt emphasizes the idea 
that people in the (time 
frame) often relied on — 
 
 

No STAAR questions 
stems 

What is the author’s intended 
theme/lesson/message? 
 
Based on the story, what can 
the reader conclude about 
(story topic)?  
 
Through the (narrator’s or 
Character’s) experience, the 
author explores the idea of —  
 
What text evidence supports 
the author’s intended 
theme/lesson/message? 

 
Which sentence from the story 
best expresses the main 
theme of the excerpt? 
 
 

The (sensory language or 
literary device: simile, 
metaphor, imagery, etc.) in 
paragraph # helps the reader 
understand —  
 
Read these sentences from 
paragraph # 

Sentences from paragraph 

 
The author uses imagery in 
this sentence most likely to 
show how —  
 
The author included 
paragraph # to —    
 
The language in paragraph # 
is used to emphasize —   
 
Read this sentence from 
paragraph #.   

Which of these is the best 
summary of the story? ‒ 
Alternate wording: Write an 
effective summary of the 
story. 
 
Which is the best summary 
of paragraphs # through #?  
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aP7aTzF_OKJ2LvUMsRaDsSoCHKbf9baK
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kqKmfZ8olEzmXLEorDwc4_ecfNu7JLtN
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kqKmfZ8olEzmXLEorDwc4_ecfNu7JLtN
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t1w0T61wB6KyJieKUxqF1utyGc1IEoE8KIFgnzCReuM/edit
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson800/theme.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson800/theme.pdf
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Punctuating sentences and Organizing writing 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 1- Copy or glue 
sentence into notebook. 
Invitation to notice- what do 
you notice about this 
sentence?  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 2- Label the parts of 
speech. 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 3- Invitation to revise, 
keep the meaning but revise 
the sentence.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 4- Invitation to re-write- 
keep the structure of the 
sentence but rewrite with your 
own meaning.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 5- Invitation to edit- 
mentor sentence editing quiz 
to correct grammatical 
errors. 
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Week 3 Monday 1/21 Tuesday 1/22 Wednesday 1/23 Thursday 1/24 Friday 1/25 

 

 

Establishing Habits 

 

 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

 

Reading Engagement: Literary Nonfiction 

Week 3 Lesson Plan           Exemplar          Annotated Text: The Sanctuary of School 

 Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within 

a sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or 

words with novel 

meanings   

 

Comprehension: Literary 
Nonfiction 
8.7(A) analyze passages in 
well‐ known speeches for 
the author’s use of literary  
devices and word and 
phrase choice (e.g., 
aphorisms, epigraphs) to 
appeal  to the audience   

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

Comprehension: Literary 
Nonfiction 
8.7  Comprehension of Literary 
Text/Literary Nonfiction. 
Students understand, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about the varied 
structural patterns and features 
of literary nonfiction and 
provide evidence from  text to 
support their understanding.  
 
8.7F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and use 
textual  evidence to support  
understanding 
 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

Comprehension: Literary 
Nonfiction 
8.7 Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Literary 
Nonfiction. Students 
understand, make inferences 
and draw conclusions about 
the varied structural patterns 
and features of literary 
nonfiction and provide 
evidence from  text to support 
their understanding.  
 
F19E summarize, 
paraphrase,  and synthesize 
texts in  ways that maintain  
meaning and logical  order 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or 

words with novel 

meanings   

 

Comprehension: Sensory 
8.8 Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Sensory 
Language. Students 
understand, make inferences 
and draw conclusions about 
how an author's sensory 
language creates imagery in 
literary text and provide 
evidence from  text to 
support their understanding.  
 
8.8F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and 
use textual  evidence to 
support  understanding. 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=143WrQpFZxHSj1qwVqLNiUJFcrxWXjb96JAwP0-4GPVs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=15JTsaVd2q5kob4fXKg8NOMol-M5eab7K9bvvoKPVRLs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1niO_X_xLQx3-F7-OUphbDjSK3RHbkQss
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within a text and  across texts   

 

     

 

 No guiding question stems What is the purpose in 
including specific details?  
 
What is the purpose of a 
specific organizational 
structure?  
 
What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be drawn 
about specific details?  
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences and conclusions? 
 
What text evidence reflects a 
literary device (e.g., analogy)?  

What are the characteristics 
of an effective summary for a 
section of the text?  

How does sensory and 
figurative language 
contribute to meaning?  
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 Close Reading Module, The Sanctuary of School.  
 

 

 No STAAR questions stems The author includes the 
detailed description of (topic 
from text) most likely to —  
 
The author uses a (organizing 
feature: bulleted list, sequential 
order, etc.) in order to highlight 
—   
 
The organization of the 
selection allows the author to 
—  
 
What is the most likely reason 
why the author is (feeling the 
author has)?   
 
What can readers conclude 
about (person described in 
passage) based on (a specific 
description provided by 
author)?    
 
Through his/her experiences 
with (detail from text), the 
author gained — 
 
Which sentence suggests that 
(description of idea from text)?  
 
In which sentence does the 
author use an analogy to 
express (purpose/meaning of 
the analogy)? 

What is the best summary of 
the events leading up to 
(description of a particular 
point in time in the text)?  

The imagery in paragraph # 
shows that —   
 
Read this sentence from the 
selection. 
  
This sentence helps the reader 
understand that the author 
thinks —   

Sentence from selection 

 
 
Which of these is the author 
suggesting in this sentence?  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vE84LqBEXh7E1OtnPmY1XzSi6hGJeSpIHW2bMPUPkC8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vE84LqBEXh7E1OtnPmY1XzSi6hGJeSpIHW2bMPUPkC8/edit?usp=sharing
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Punctuating sentences and Organizing writing 

 Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 1- Copy or glue sentence 
into notebook. 
Invitation to notice- what do 
you notice about this 
sentence? 
Day 2- Label the parts of 
speech. 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 3- Invitation to revise, 
keep the meaning but revise 
the sentence.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 4- Invitation to re-write- 
keep the structure of the 
sentence but rewrite with your 
own meaning.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 5- Invitation to edit- 
mentor sentence editing quiz 
to correct grammatical 
errors. 

 

     

 
     

 

     

D O
L
 

E
x

W r i t

L O

G r a m

C o m p
o



    Grade 8 - 4th SIX WEEKS- RLA 

 

 

     

 

Week 4 Monday 1/28 Tuesday 1/29 Wednesday 1/30 Thursday 1/31 Friday 2/1 

 

 

Practicing Habits 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

 

Reading Engagement: Expository and Poetry 

Week 4 Lesson Plan            
Exemplar:  “Altruism: Why We Risk Our Own..” and Does Altruism Actually Exist?         

 
Annotated Text: “Altruism: Why We Risk Our Own…” and Does Altruism Actually Exist? 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(A) determine the 

meaning of grade‐ level 

academic English words  

derived from Latin, Greek, 

or other linguistic roots 

and affixes 

 

Comprehension: Expository 
8.10(C) make subtle 
inferences and draw 
complex conclusions about 
the  ideas in text and their 
organizational patterns 
 
 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(A) determine the 

meaning of grade‐ level 

academic English words  

derived from Latin, Greek, 

or other linguistic roots 

and affixes 

 

Comprehension: Expository 
8.10(B) distinguish factual 
claims from commonplace 
assertions and opinions and  
evaluate inferences from 
their logic in text  
 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

Comprehension: Poetry 
8.4(A) compare and contrast 
the relationship between the 
purpose and  characteristics of 
different poetic forms (e.g., 
epic poetry, lyric poetry)   

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

Comprehension: Poetry 
8.4  Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Poetry. Students 
understand, make inferences 
and draw conclusions about 
the structure and elements of 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or 

words with novel 

meanings   

 

Comprehension: Pair Text 
8.4  Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Poetry. 
Students understand, make 
inferences and draw 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-v5ZelMrVXzCrkkZNKN6ILl4gebtyWHj6dzHjgNKBZU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-XMl-kMo1z4sX6GYEnt14YQVKUzDW21TGM1gsUz8CTA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=155aDoYNoX8A4HT81z68Q3D74EGMijC0NUMNmIPEVpdA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EpECqDcjk__7cq2Ifgz7ZyUaTkxHEMU9
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b_xdTgFZDngLiV9oZibSficnriUZabBH
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 8.10 Comprehension of 
Informational 
Text/Expository Text. 
Students analyze, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about 
expository text and provide 
evidence from text to 
support their understanding.  
 
F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and 
use textual  evidence to 
support  understanding 
 

poetry and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding.  
 
F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and use 
textual  evidence to support  
understanding 
 

conclusions about the 
structure and elements of 
poetry and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding.  
8.10(D) synthesize and 
make logical connections 
between ideas within a  text 
and across two or three texts 
representing similar or 
different  genres and support 
those findings with textual 
evidence 
 
8 F19F make intertextual 
links  among and across 
texts,  including other media 
(e.g.,  film, play), and provide  
textual evidence  

 

     

 

How does the author 
organize the text?  
 
What is the purpose of 
organizational patterns?  
 
What text evidence 
supports a specific idea?  

How is an opinion different 
from a factual claim and 
commonplace assertion?  
 
What text evidence supports 
the author’s opinion about a 
subject?  
 
What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be drawn 
about specific details?  
 
 
What text evidence supports 
inferences and/or conclusions?  

How do poetic characteristics 
and devices reveal meaning?  

What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be drawn about 
the organization of a poem?  
 
What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be drawn about 
specific details?    

What are the similarities 
between two texts? 
  
 What are the differences 
between two texts?  
 
What text evidence in one text 
embodies the ideas of a second 
text?  
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Key Text(s):   

Why we risk our own well-being to help others 
  

Does Altruism Actually exist? 
  

Text Dependent Questions  

 

 The author organizes the 
selection by —    
 
The organizational pattern of 
the selection allows the 
author to —  
 
 The author presents the 
events that led to (detail from 
text) in chronological order in 
order to emphasize that —  
 
Why does the author begin 
this selection by (verb: 
explaining, describing, 
highlighting, etc.) (topic of 
first paragraph(s)) —    
 
By presenting the ideas 
included in paragraphs # 
through #, the author is able 
to —  
 
Which of these supports the 
idea that (description of idea 
from text)?  
‒ Alternate wording: Which 
sentence from the text 
supports the idea that 
(description of idea from 
text)?  

Based on the information 
the author includes about 
(detail rom text), the 
reader can conclude that 
the author believes that —    
 
The information in the text 
box suggests that —   
 
The author emphasizes 
the idea that —   
 
(A person in the text 
executes an action) most 
likely because he/she —   
 
The 
outcome/success/failure of 
(a person’s action) 
depended primarily on —   
 
The title of the selection 
highlights the idea that —  
 
Which sentence from the 
selection best shows that 
the author (description of 
author’s feelings about a 
detail in the text)?  
 
Which sentence supports 
the idea that —   

The repetition of of the word(s) 
“word(s)” emphasizes the 
speaker’s desire to —   
 
 The poet chooses an 
(adjective) rhyme scheme 
most likely to  
 

Dividing the poem into 
(number: two, three, four, 
etc.) stanzas allows the poet 
to —  
 
The (detail) is important to the 
poem because it represents 
—  
 
The poet likely intends for the 
last two lines to express the  
speaker’s —    
 
Read the following lines from 
the poem.  

(Lines from poem)  

 
Why does the poet compare 
(detail or person) to (detail or 
person)?    
 
What do the descriptions of 
(detail) throughout the poem 
suggest about the speaker?   
 
What does stanza # of the 
poem suggest about (topic of 
poem)?   
 
Which words from the poem 

With which statement would 
both the author of the selection 
and the poet most likely agree? 
‒ Alternate wording: Write a 
statement with which both the 
author of the selection and the 
poet would most likely agree.   
 
Which idea about (topic of both 
texts) is expressed in both the 
selection and the poem? ‒ 
Alternate wording: Describe an 
idea about (topic of both texts) 
that is expressed in both the 
selection and the poem? 
 
How are the descriptions of 
(topic of both selections) 
different in the selection and the 
poem?   
 
One difference between 
selection and the poem is that 
only the selection presents the 
idea that — 
 
Read this line from the poem.  

Line from poem 

  
This idea is most closely related 
to the ideas of which person 
discussed in the selection?   
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https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1_Xw8KeVLJPhx2VKX486T6tDZIC9qhb8L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1_Xw8KeVLJPhx2VKX486T6tDZIC9qhb8L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1-3BBq6vzjvGgPUrvDEPrFSGA8lTjJhqf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1-3BBq6vzjvGgPUrvDEPrFSGA8lTjJhqf/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MHR_UQIzfIu-bb2evHbn-7n9zGpShk56ULMq9K0jtCA/edit?usp=sharing
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Which sentence from the 
selection explains why/that 
(detail/idea from the text)?  
 
Which sentence from the 
selection suggests that 
(idea/detail from text)?  

show that the speaker is 
(feeling) to/at (person, place, 
thing, idea in the text)? 
 
In stanza #, the poet uses the 
words “(phrase from poem)” 
and “(another phrase from 
poem)” to 
suggest/show/illustrate/descri
be —  
 
In contrast to line #, line # 
shows that (person in poem) 
now feels —  
 
In lines # - #, the speaker 
observes that (person in 
poem) want to —  

 

     

 

 

 

Punctuating sentences and Organizing writing 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 1- Copy or glue 
sentence into notebook. 
Invitation to notice- what do 
you notice about this 
sentence?  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 2- Label the parts of 
speech. 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 3- Invitation to revise, 
keep the meaning but revise 
the sentence.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 4- Invitation to re-write- 
keep the structure of the 
sentence but rewrite with your 
own meaning.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 5- Invitation to edit- 
mentor sentence editing quiz 
to correct grammatical 
errors. 
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Week 5 Monday 2/4 Tuesday 2/5 Wednesday 2/6 Thursday 2/7 Friday 2/8 

 

 

Practicing Habits 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 
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Reading Engagement: Persuasive and Expository (procedural) 

Week 5 Lesson Plan            
 Exemplar:   

   Annotated Text:  Why Do Human Beings Do Good Things  
Annotated Text: Five Reasons Why Being Kind Makes You Feel Good 

 
 
 
 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(A) determine the 

meaning of grade‐ level 

academic English words  

derived from Latin, Greek, 

or other linguistic roots 

and affixes 

 

Comprehension: Expository 
8.10(A) summarize the 
main ideas, supporting 
details, and relationships  
among ideas in text 
succinctly in ways that 
maintain meaning and  
logical order   
 
 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within 

a sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or 

words with novel 

meanings   

 

Comprehension: Expository 
8.10 Comprehension of 
Informational 
Text/Expository Text. 
Students analyze, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about 
expository text and provide 
evidence from text to 
support their understanding.  
 
8 F19E summarize, 
paraphrase,  and synthesize 
texts in  ways that maintain  
meaning and logical  order 
within a text and  across 
texts 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(A) determine the 

meaning of grade‐ level 

academic English words  

derived from Latin, Greek, or 

other linguistic roots and 

affixes 

 

Comprehension: Persuasive 
8.11 Comprehension of 
Informational Text/Persuasive 
Text. Students analyze, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about persuasive 
text and provide evidence from 
text to support their analysis.  
 
8.13(C) evaluate various 
techniques used to create a 
point of view in media and  the 
impact on audience   

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

Comprehension: Persuasive 
8.11 Comprehension of 
Informational Text/Persuasive 
Text. Students analyze, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about persuasive 
text and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
analysis.  
 
F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and use 
textual  evidence to support  
understanding 
 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or 

words with novel 

meanings   

 

Comprehension: Procedural 
8.12(B) evaluate graphics for 
their clarity in communicating 
meaning or achieving  a 
specific purpose 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BPEGPZH_2DLpACGKpLMTcQfMQhWPVKRyQH9ZLPDVaaE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uL-UcgkhGdImTj7BwKAS8GFTdw0gZwwP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_J6uDEG7xqCHJq9auN9W8TUyYkCcjtaE
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What relationship exists 
between the ideas in the text 
and the title of the text?  
 
What are the characteristics of 
an effective summary for a 
section of text?  
 
What is the main idea of a 
paragraph(s) or section of the 
text?  
 
What text evidence supports a 
main idea or supporting detail?  

What are the characteristics of 
an effective summary for the 
whole text? 
 

What is the purpose of a specific 
technique in media?  

What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be drawn about 
how the author organizes a 
section of text?  
 
What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be drawn about 
how specific paragraphs and 
details support the controlling 
idea?  
 
What text evidence supports a 
specific idea?    
 
What text evidence challenges a 
specific idea?  

What is the meaning of specific 
elements in a graphical 
component (e.g., diagram, map, 
image, photograph, drawing, 
etc.)?  

 

 

Key Texts: ***Why Do Humans Do Good Things (higher level) 

Five Reasons Why Being Kind Makes You Feel Good 

 

 

Which idea about (topic in the 
text) does the title of the 
selection support?  
 
What is the best summary of 
the section titled “Title of 
Section”? 
 
What are paragraphs # and # 
mainly about?    
 
According to the article, why 
did the (person in text) 
(description of something the 
person did/wants)?   

Which of these is the best 
summary of this article? ‒ 
Alternate wording: Write 
an effective summary of 
the selection. 
 

Why does the advertisement 
begin with a (syntactical 
structure:  sentence fragments, 
exclamation, questions, etc.)?  

How does the author organize 
paragraphs # – #?    
 
By referring to (person or idea 
in text) in both the beginning 
and the ending of the text, the 
author —  
 
The author organizes 
paragraph # by —  
 
How  do paragraphs # 
through # support the author’s 
position about (topic of 
passage)?   

In (“Title of Graphic”), how are 
(part of the graphic:  Step 1, 
Part 1, etc.) and (part of the 
graphic: Step 2, Part 2, etc.) 
similar?    
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tFmHPNfmJBJu6YxmX1RZOmgYILmkgfZu
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In paragraphs # and #, the 
author presents the idea that 
—  
 
What is the main idea of 
paragraph #?   
 
Which of these best 
describes why (detail from 
text)?  
 
Which information from the 
selection supports the idea 
that (description of main idea 
or supporting detail from 
selection)?   
 
Which sentence from the 
selection indicates that 
(description of main idea or 
supporting detail from 
selection)?  
 
Which idea from the selection 
is supported by the 
information in paragraph #?  

 
The author supports the 
article’s premise/central 
argument by  providing —    
 
The author includes the 
description of (someone or 
something in the passage) in 
paragraph # most likely to —    
 
How does the author support 
his claim that (description of 
claim)?  
 
 Read this sentence about 
(topic) from paragraph #. 

Sentence from paragraph 

 
The author includes this 
sentence most likely to 
emphasize that —  
 
 Which sentence from the 
passage best supports the 
author’s claim that 
(description of author’s 
claim)?   
 
Which sentence supports the 
idea that (description of 
idea)? 
 
Which sentence best refutes 
(person’s name from text) 
thoughts about (topic of 
passage)?  
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Punctuating sentences and Organizing writing 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 1- Copy or glue 
sentence into notebook. 
Invitation to notice- what do 
you notice about this 
sentence?  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 2- Label the parts of 
speech. 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 3- Invitation to revise, 
keep the meaning but revise 
the sentence.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 4- Invitation to re-write- 
keep the structure of the 
sentence but rewrite with your 
own meaning.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 5- Invitation to edit- 
mentor sentence editing quiz 
to correct grammatical 
errors. 
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Week 6 Monday 2/11 Tuesday 2/12 Wednesday 2/13 Thursday 2/14 Friday 2/15 

 

 

Practicing Habits 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent 
reading/ strategy 
groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

● Guided reading/ 
Independent reading/ 
strategy groups 

Staff Development Day 

 

Reading Engagement: Persuasive & Poetry 

Week 6 Lesson Plan         
 

  Kindness Study Guide & Exemplar        
  

A Good Work- A Social Justice Poem Teacher/Student Exemplar  and Good Work Annotation 
 

Sisters of Charity Study Guide 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within 

a sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or 

words with novel 

meanings  

 

Comprehension: Poetry 
8.4  Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Poetry. 
Students understand, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about the 
structure and elements of 
poetry and provide 
evidence from text to 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(A) determine the 

meaning of grade‐ level 

academic English words  

derived from Latin, Greek, 

or other linguistic roots 

and affixes 

 

Comprehension: Persuasive 
8.11(B) analyze the use of 
such rhetorical and logical 
fallacies as loaded terms,  
caricatures, leading 
questions, false 
assumptions, and incorrect 
premises  in persuasive 
texts  

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings  

 

Comprehension: Persuasive   
8.9 Comprehension of 
Informational Text/Culture and 
History. Students analyze, 
make inferences and draw 
conclusions about the author's 
purpose in cultural, historical, 
and contemporary contexts 
and provide  evidence from the 
text to support their 

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(A) determine the 

meaning of grade‐ level 

academic English words  

derived from Latin, Greek, 

or other linguistic roots and 

affixes 

 

Comprehension: Paired 
8.4  Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Poetry. Students 
understand, make inferences 
and draw conclusions about 
the structure and elements of 
poetry and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding. 
 
8.11 Comprehension of 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-XiCsjqvgbbmIVNSHyGUoj4ml5Y0zRhEr1ecENiyvtc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vZCQnaQluL_sygvjmNdmHMu-6S8Bo7PSatfMdvJU7Ok
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11AejZTnQtYMTsO5AVQZD2yAtUZJfoKv9
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lSrRqKSnrEOPkP_YkIVdclTjeousICehxwvdJtOaLng
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1xqeXn_JnJYkoeqVVCJJTwdQkyecStM_q
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Yo1Uc6Q9o72OnyIo57LSfKezOkoXVYXRWbHJMgrg5vY
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support their understanding.  
 
8.8 Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Sensory 
Language. Students 
understand, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about how an 
author's sensory language 
creates imagery in literary 
text and provide evidence 
from  text to support their 
understanding.   
 
F19D make complex  
inferences about text and 
use textual  evidence to 
support understanding 

understanding.   
 
F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and use 
textual  evidence to support  
understanding 
 

Informational Text/Persuasive 
Text. Students analyze, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about persuasive 
text and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
analysis.  
 
8 F19F make intertextual links  
among and across texts,  
including other media (e.g.,  
film, play), and provide  
textual evidence  

 

     

 

How does sensory language 
contribute to meaning?  

How do logical fallacies 
influence an argument? 
 

How does an author’s background 
contribute to the author’s 
purpose?  
  
What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be drawn about 
the author’s claim/message?  

What are the similarities between 
two texts?  
 
What are the differences 
between two texts?  
 
What text evidence in one text 
embodies the ideas of a second 
text?  

 

 

 

Sisters of Charity (poem) You will need to preface this with a quick discussion of immigration 

and prejudice toward European immigrants. 

A Good Work (poem) 

Poem- Kindness  
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/sisters-charity
https://www.socialjusticepoetry.com/5798/a-good-work-a-social-justice-poem-by-jd-dehart
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/kindness
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/kindness
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Additional Texts: 

This Morning I Pray for My Enemies (Poem) 

Famous Speeches: John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address 

Famous Speeches: Barack Obama’s First Inaugural Address   

Text Dependent Questions 

  

A Doctor Muses on the Selfishness of Altruism (higher reading level, Dr. Frank Bia’s speech to Yale 

Medical School, class of 2011) 

Why Aren’t We More Compassionate? (TEDTalk by Daniel Goleman, transcript, look at 2:58-4:58) 

Drama- Road to Freedom 

 

 

Lines # and # of the poem 
suggest that the (detail) is a 
symbol for — 
 
The (poetic technique: 
metaphor, repetition, 
personification, etc.) in stanza 
# is used to emphasize that 
the —    
 
The poet uses a (poetic 
technique: metaphor, 
repetition, personification, 
etc.) in lines # and # to reveal 
that the speaker —  
 
The imagery in line # helps 
the reader 
visualize/understand —  

In which  sentence does 
the author attempt to stir 
emotions in the reader?  
The author uses the 
(syntactical structure: 
questions, fragments, 
exclamations, etc.) in 
paragraph # to —   

How has the author’s 
background influenced her/his 
message. 
 
The author wrote this selection 
most likely to —   
 
The author included the 
information in paragraphs # 
through # probably to —  

Both the author of the 
passage and speaker of the 
poem would most likely agree 
that —   
 
 Read these excerpts from the 
passage and poem.  
  
 

(Sentence from passage 
with paragraph #.) 
 (Lines from poem with line 
#) 

 
Based on these excerpts, the 
reader can conclude that both 
the author and the poet share 
a similar belief that —  
  
How does the author’s 
purpose for writing 
“(Persuasive Title)” differ from 
the poet’s purpose in “(Poetry 
Title)”?   

 

S T A A R

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/morning-i-pray-my-enemies
https://newsela.com/read/speeches-jfk-inaugural/id/15625/
https://newsela.com/read/speeches-jfk-inaugural/id/15625/
https://newsela.com/read/speeches-obama-inaugural/id/15485/
https://newsela.com/read/speeches-obama-inaugural/id/15485/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13fD3pkQ_EHKvMahNCBlPO0E1mYdjgXywECd0xlX8fNA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13fD3pkQ_EHKvMahNCBlPO0E1mYdjgXywECd0xlX8fNA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.forbes.com/sites/danielfisher/2011/11/01/a-doctor-muses-on-the-selfishness-of-altruism/#59e1ed963eb4
https://www.ted.com/talks/daniel_goleman_on_compassion?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/daniel_goleman_on_compassion/transcript?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/daniel_goleman_on_compassion/transcript?language=en
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1C1exaEnrVx6JEqAEye7FgpxN-zqtQfpc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1C1exaEnrVx6JEqAEye7FgpxN-zqtQfpc/view?usp=sharing
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What is one difference 
between the author of the 
passage and the speaker in 
the poem? 
 
Read lines #—# of the poem.  
  

(Lines from poem)  

 
Which sentence from the 
passage expresses the same 
idea as these lines from the 
poem?  
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Punctuating sentences and Organizing writing 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 1- Copy or glue 
sentence into notebook. 
Invitation to notice- what do 
you notice about this 
sentence? 
Day 2- Label the parts of 
speech. 

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 3- Invitation to revise, 
keep the meaning but revise 
the sentence.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 4- Invitation to re-write- 
keep the structure of the 
sentence but rewrite with your 
own meaning.  

Mentor Sentence Routine: 
Day 5- Invitation to edit- 
mentor sentence editing quiz 
to correct grammatical errors. 
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Week 7 Monday 2/18 Tuesday 2/19 Wednesday 2/20 Thursday 2/21 Friday 2/22 

 

 

Practicing Habits 

HOLIDAY 

 

 7th grade writing STAAR 
Release  
 
8th grade reading STAAR 
Release 

7th grade reading CA4  

 

Reading Engagement: Genre 

 

 Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(A) determine the 

meaning of grade‐ level 

academic English words  

derived from Latin, Greek, 

or other linguistic roots and 

affixes   

 

Comprehension: Drama 
8.5(A) analyze how different 
playwrights characterize 
their protagonists and  
antagonists through the 
dialogue and staging of their 
plays   

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(A) determine the meaning 

of grade‐ level academic 

English words  derived from 

Latin, Greek, or other linguistic 

roots and affixes   

 

Comprehension: Drama 
8.5 Comprehension of Literary 
Text/Drama. Students 
understand, make inferences 
and draw conclusions about 
the structure and elements of 
drama and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding.  
 
8F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and use 
textual  evidence to support  
understanding  

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  determine 

or clarify the meaning of 

unfamiliar or ambiguous 

words  or words with novel 

meanings   

 

Comprehension: Drama 
8.8(A) explain the effect of 
similes and extended 
metaphors in literary text   

Daily Vocabulary Focus:  
8.2(B) use context (within a 

sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to  

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unfamiliar or 

ambiguous words  or words 

with novel meanings   

 

Comprehension: Drama 
8.3 Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Theme and 
Genre. Students analyze, 
make inferences and draw 
conclusions about theme 
and genre in different 
cultural, historical, and 
contemporary contexts and 
provide evidence  from the 
text to support their 
understanding.   
 
8F19D make complex  
inferences about text  and 
use textual  evidence to 
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support  understanding  

 

     

 

 How do stage directions reveal 
key details, plot elements, 
setting, and characterization?  
 
How does dialogue reveal 
character traits, 
thoughts/feelings, actions 
and/or plot elements?  

What inferences and/or 
conclusions can be made about a 
literary technique (e.g., irony, 
imagery)?  
 
 
 

How does figurative/sensory 
language contribute to meaning?  

What is the author’s intended 
theme/lesson/message?  
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Drama- Road to Freedom 

 

 Read paragraph #. 
  
What does the dialogue 
convey about 
(Character’s) attitude 
toward (different 
Character)?  
 
What do paragraphs # and 
# suggest about 
(Character)?    
 
(Character’s) dialogue in 
in the play shows that 
his/her feeling about 
(person or idea) change 
from ____________ to 
____________. 

Which event does the playwright 
include to create humor?   
 
Which line from paragraph # helps 
portray (Character) as (trait)? 

 

Read this line of dialogue 
from the play #. 

Line containing sensory 
language from play. 

     
(Character) says this to 
(different Character) because 
he/she —  

What is the central message 
presented in the play? 
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https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1C1exaEnrVx6JEqAEye7FgpxN-zqtQfpc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/dallasisd.org/file/d/1C1exaEnrVx6JEqAEye7FgpxN-zqtQfpc/view?usp=sharing
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Punctuating sentences and Organizing writing 
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